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Raindrops on Roses, and Other Ex-Favorite Things

In Southeast Texas, we live in a region that is 
relatively fl at and also receives a pretty heft y 
dose of rainfall. Th ese raindrops, as Julie An-
drews sang about, can be one of your favor-
ite things. However, I’ve come to realize that 
the cheeriness of raindrops on roses is highly 
dependent on where it falls (location, spatial 
coverage), how many friends the raindrops 
bring (total volume), and how quickly they 
arrive in number (intensity). Whiskers on kit-
tens, copper kettles, mittens, and brown paper 
packages tend to track down the same path of 
likability due to these same three infl uences. 
But I digress from rainfall.
Since 1989, there have been multiple notable 
fl ooding events aff ecting SE Texas in devas-
tating fashion. Specifi cally fl ooding in 1989, 
1994, 1998, 2001, 2009, 2016, 2017, 2019 has 
brought billions of dollars in damage and un-
told heartache to our region. Not to mention 
the anxiety of waiting for the next rainfall 
event – some of this is due to the infamous 
weather “prophets” who exaggerate their pre-
dictions, as well as fl ood the media waves with 
ever changing, ever confusing predictions. I 
was taught about false prophets and the dam-
age they do, but that is another discussion 
entirely.
Recently, we’ve seen rainfall events where 
there was over 20 inches of rain (volume) but 
limited fl ooding in our City, like during Hur-
ricane Harvey. We’ve also seen rainfall events 
where there was very little volume of rain 
(3-4 inches), but extensive fl ooding. I’ll try to 
show why fl ooding can occur in each of these 
events, but why it only does fl ood in some. I’ll 
use three (3) events from the recent past to 
help illustrate the explanation.
Th ere are three basic concepts in this discus-
sion that we’ll need to understand: volume, 
intensity, and spatial coverage. Volume is the 
amount of rain that falls (in inches) over a 

certain area. Intensity is the rate at which it 
falls (inches per hour). Spatial coverage is the 
area over which the rain falls (in acres). Th e 
volume is actually a depth, but is quickly con-
verted into volume by multiplying it by the 
spatial coverage (giving a popular “acre-inch” 
unit unless you convert the units). 
Th e City of Oak Ridge North is approximately 
750 acres. So when Harvey dropped over 21in 
of rain in 72 hours, the City literally received 
60,000,000 cubic feet of water (450,000,000 
gallons) in three days. Th at’s the entire City’s 
water consumption for 2.5 years! So why 
didn’t we fl ood? Th e answer lies in the inten-
sity. Th e City never received more than 1.8in/
hr at any point during the event. Th e overall 
drainage system was relatively able to convey/
transport the water downstream as the rain 
cycled through the area. When Tax Day and 
Imelda hit, the rainfall intensities were very 
similar to each other. Tax Day brought 9.2 
inches of rain over a 4 hour period, with the 
peak intensity being 2.7in/hr. Imelda brought 
13.4 inches of rain over a 12 hour period, with 
the peak intensity being 3.16in/hr. So while 
Harvey brought twice the rainfall volume, the 
intensity was about half. 
What that means is that our overall drainage 
system has the capacity to convey a 2-inch/hr 
rainfall. For those who like other units, that’s 
approximately 1,500 cubic feet per second, or 
675,000 gallons per minute. Anything more 
than that will create an overfl ow, which is that 
evil word called “fl ooding”. You’ll hear engi-
neers call it “storage” – like when doctors refer 
to “pressure” but mean “pain”.
So when we get a 3in/hr rainfall intensity, that 
means that we receive 2,260 cubic feet per 
second, but our system can only convey 1,500 
cubic feet per second. When the diff erence 
comes out to 760 cubic feet of water having to 
be “stored” on your property or in your street, 

it takes up a lot of space and quickly becomes 
one of your ex-favorite things. In one hour, 
that could cause up to 60 acres of fl ooding, I 
mean, storage. Th e good news is that the City 
is working on increasing the capacity of the 
overall drainage system to reduce the fl ood-
ing, as well as provide specifi c areas where the 
water is welcome to be stored (regional deten-
tion basin). And that ought to put a song back 
in your heart.

Joe Sherwin
Director of Public Works
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Boards & Commissions 
WHAT’S NEW by Elizabeth Harrell

     At the City Council mee  ng held on October 
14, 2019, Mayor Bond reappointed three mem-
bers to the Economic Development Corpora-
 on (EDC). James Walton will con  nue in place 

1, John Planchard in place 4 and, Alex Jones will 
con  nue in place 7 as the Council liaison. City 
Secretary Elizabeth Harrell administered Oaths 
of Offi  ce for the 2019-2021 appointees. We are 
grateful to them for their con  nued service. 
The EDC is a ci  zen volunteer group appointed 
by the Oak Ridge North City Council ac  ng in an 
advisory capacity to the City Council in ma  ers 
concerning economic development projects, 
including incen  ves; and also provides long 
range guidance and encouragement to exis  ng 
and expanding businesses. The EDC meets at 
City Hall on the third Monday of each month at 
7:00 pm. 

25301 Borough Park Dr.
Suite 228
The Woodlands, Tx 77380
n-style@sbcglobal.net

25301 Borough Park Dr.
Suite 228
The Woodlands, Tx 77380
n-style@sbcglobal.net

Cell: 281-330-3048Cell: 281-330-3048 $5 off any hair service
When you mention this ad

when  scheduling your appointment
~ First time customers only ~



Holiday Season
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FROM THE MAYOR by Mayor Paul Bond

Hello Neighbors,
     Th e holiday season is upon us, and the change in weather 
is evidence of the approaching Holidays. Another great turn 
out for the Fall Festival this year. Always good to see and visit 
with residents and people from outside the city visiting the 
Fall Festival. Th anks to all our sponsors for the event this 
year, and a huge thank you to all our city staff  for coordinat-
ing and working the event. Th is is also the time of year for 
the City’s fall clean up.  Hopefully our residents utilized the 
service and brought items to Oak Ridge North City Hall. As 
a resident I can appreciate the opportunity to dispose of “ac-
ceptable items”. I want to thank the staff  for their extra time 
and eff ort.
     From a city government perspective, the FY 2020 Bud-
get & Tax Rate were both approved and adopted. Th e City is 
again moving forward into the new fi scal year. Heather Nee-
ley continues to do an excellent job running the day to day 
operations of the city as Interim City Manager. Recently Jor-
dan Buras joined the City Management team as the city’s new 
Director of Economic Development. Jordan is tasked with 
implementing economic development activities that increase 
property and sales tax base. City Council and I look forward 
to working with Jordan in the new fi scal year. 
     Just a reminder of activities at present in the city. Oak 
Grove Park is getting new playground equipment. Several 
new businesses opened or will open within the city. Recently 
Golf Tec and Sketchers opened for business. Whiskey Cake is 
also coming soon where “My Fit Foods” used to be located. 
Potentially the city will welcome additional eateries within 
the city limits in the future. Please remember to shop local 
when possible and support businesses within the city. Other 
activities on tap include the Woodlands Parkway/Robinson 
Road Overpass and potential new developments on the east 
side of Robinson Road.
     Several residents experienced drainage issues around the 
city due to the impact of Tropical Storm Imelda. Please know 
drainage is a concern, and a priority. Staff , City Council, and 
I continue to evaluate opportunities to mitigate drainage is-
sues. At present the city is going forward with a grant from 
the Texas General Land Offi  ce to create a detention basin on 
city property located on Spring Pines Drive.  Construction is 
scheduled to begin in the Spring of 2020.
     I know many of us are gearing up for Th anksgiving and 
Christmas this time of year. I’m Looking forward to another 
holiday season of events. Please come out and join us at the 
Tree Lighting and Christmas in the Park, hope to see ya’ll 
there. To all our residents I wish you and yours a very blessed 
Holiday Season and a Merry Christmas!
God Bless,
Paul Bond



COMMUNITY EVENTS
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Christmas is Coming!

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ANY SPECIAL EVENTS, PLEASE VISIT 
WWW.OAKRIDGENORTH.COM OR CALL (281) 292 4648 

Hometown Christmas 
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Thank You!
COMMUNITY EVENTS by Heather Neeley

On October 5, 2019 the City held it’s 6th annual Fall 
Festival.  Th is year our event was bigger and better 
than ever.  It may not have felt like Fall yet but it 
certainly kicked off  the season.  Th ese events would 
not be possible without our local businesses who 
participate in sponsorships.  Whenever a local busi-
ness sponsors a part of the event for us, they receive 
recognition in the newsletter (here!), on FaceBook, 
and on signage at the event.  
Th is year we’d like to say thank you to the following 
sponsors:
Offi  ce Depot donated all the stake signs for our 
event.
Th e Nichols Firm, LLC sponsored the balloon art-
ist.
Printing Plus sponsored the bounce house.
HEB sponsored the cookie walk.
Oak Ridge Young Learners sponsored the face 
painters.
Casey E. Loring Attorney at Law sponsored the fast 
pitch contest.
Elder Automotive sponsored the moon walk and 
the trackless train.

Biotech Pest Control sponsored the family photos.

If you are interested in becoming more involved with 
City events, please consider joining us at the Com-
munity Aff airs Committee (CAC) meeting.  Th e CAC 
meets once a month on the 4th Tuesday.  Th e commit-
tee discusses ways to help around the community as 
well as community events.

Th e CAC worked tirelessly to put on the Fall Festival 
and the City would like to thank the members for their 
dedication.  Council liaison Frances Planchard, Chair-
man Casey Loring, Th omas Pierrel, Paula Cleveland, 
Gayle Scardino, Merri Embry, Kathy Montes, Mike 
Stripling and Josh Gosney.

Also, if you or someone you know need help with 
minor improvements around the house be aware the 
City has a home revitilization program where the CAC 
members may help with small repairs/improvements.  
Applications can be found on our website or you can 
contact City Hall.



            
Camp Bow Wow Gives Back
COMMUNITY EVENTS by Justin Klein
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Break out the doggy treats! Camp Bow Wow® Near 
Th e Woodlands® Area, Premier Doggy Day and Over-
night Camp®, has made a donation of a Home Again® 
Pet Microchip scanner to the South Montgomery 
County Fire Department, Montgomery Co. ESD #8, 
located at 27900 Robinson Rd, Conroe, Texas, 77385. 

“A microchip scanner will be a great asset for the public 
to be able to use 24 hours a day, especially during the 
weekends and holidays when a lot of pets are found,” said 
Clinton Cooke, Assistant Chief of South Montgomery 
County Fire Department.

Chelle Stevens, Camp Bow 
Wow Director, agreed, 
“During our eight years 
in business, the number 
of lost pets in our area 
has greatly increased,” she 
said. “Some pups have 
even been found with our 
custom Camp Bow Wow 
name tag, so we were able 
to reunite families quickly.  
Other lost dogs brought 
to us by concerned strang-
ers we redirected to ani-
mal clinics to be scanned 
for a microchip. Unfortu-
nately, most animal clin-
ics and veterinarian of-
fi ces in the area aren’t always open when needed. Our 
solution to the problem… donate a microchip scan-
ner to the local fi re department as it is manned 24/7 
and conveniently located within the community.”

Camp Bow Wow® Near Th e Woodlands® Area has provid-
ed the people and pups of Th e Woodlands and surround-
ing communities with top quality pet care and the oppor-
tunity to participate in a variety of local doggie events.  

“To build a strong community you must be willing to do 
your part in the community,” said Kristl Franklin, owner 
of Camp Bow Wow.  “Th e word has spread about how 
much fun our furry campers have each day. Campers 
love the indoor and outdoor play areas, the pup pools and 
the attention they get from Camp Counselors who are 

certifi ed in pet fi rst aid and CPR. Even more, they dig the 
chance to hang out with their puppy pals and just be dogs. 

Pet parents also appreciate the service and safety of 
Camp. Whether they’re away for the day or an ex-
tended time, pet parents are secure in the knowl-
edge that their furry family members are stay-
ing someplace where everyone knows their name.”

For additional information about Camp Bow Wow, In-
Home Pet sitting, Dog Training or Grooming, please visit: 

www.campbowwow.com/
ntwa  and see cute puppy fac-
es on their Facebook page.  

For all inquiries, please 
contact: Justin Klein, Camp 
Bow Wow Marketing Mutt
                                                  ntwa.
scout@campbowwow.com
                                                            832-482-2299 
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www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

When it comes to 
your to-do list, put 
your future fi rst.

To fi nd out how to get your 
fi nancial goals on track, 
contact your Edward Jones 
fi nancial advisor today.

Craig A Tomasek, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

27730 I-45 North 
The Woodlands, TX 77385-8726 
281-419-9400



Carbon Monoxide Safety
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BUILDING DEPARTMENT

NFPA Public Education Division  1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA  02169
Your Source for SAFETY Information

www.nfpa.org/education 

Carbon

Carbon monoxide (CO) is a gas. It has no odor. CO gas is poisonous.
It can make a person feel sick and can be deadly. In the home, heating 
and cooking devices that burn fuel can be sources of carbon monoxide.

Monoxide
Carbon
Monoxide

SafetySafety

FACT!
CO is called the invisible killer 
because the gas cannot been 

seen or smelled. Take action to 
stay safe from CO poisoning.  

CO ALARMS
 CO alarms should be installed outside each sleeping area. Install alarms on every level of the 

home. It is best to use interconnected alarms. When one sounds, all CO alarms in the home 
sound.

 Follow the instructions on the package to properly install the CO alarm.
 Test CO alarms at least once a month. 
 Replace CO alarms according to the instructions on the package.
 Know the sounds the CO alarm makes. It will sound if CO is detected. It will make a different 

sound if the battery is low or if it is time to get a new CO alarm.  
 If the battery is low, replace it. 
 If the CO alarm sounds, you must get fresh air. Move outdoors, by an open window or near an 

open door. Make sure everyone in the home gets to fresh air. Call the fire department from a 
fresh air location. Stay there until help arrives.

PREVENT CO POISONING
 When warming a vehicle, move it out of the garage. Do not run a fueled engine indoors, even 

if garage doors are open. Make sure the exhaust pipe of a running vehicle is not blocked. 
Clear snow away. 

 During and after a snowstorm, make sure vents for the dryer, furnace, stove and fireplace are 
clear of snow build-up. 

 Clear all debris from dryer, furnace, stove, and fireplace vents.
 A generator should be used outdoors. Use in a

 well-ventilated location away from windows, doors, and
 vent openings.

 Gas or charcoal grills can produce CO. Only use them outside. 
 Have heating equipment and chimneys inspected by a

 professional every year before cold weather sets in. 
 Open the damper when using a fireplace for adequate

 ventilation. 
 Never use your oven or stove to heat your home.

Oak Ridge North Permits

Building Official (713)705-9522



Why Shop Local?
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By choosing local and indepen-
dent businesses for your services, 
shopping, dining and other needs, 
you not only get real value and 
personal service, you’re helping:

1. BUILD COMMUNITY! Th e casual 
encounters you enjoy at neighborhood-
scale businesses and the public spaces 
around them build relationships and 
community cohesiveness.  Th ey’re 
the ultimate social networking sites.
2. STRENGTHEN YOUR LOCAL 
ECONOMY! Each dollar you spend 
at an independent business returns 
3 times more money to your local 
economy than one spent at a chain.
3. SHAPE OUR CHARACTER! In-
dependent businesses help give your 
community its distinct personality.
4. CREATE A HEALTHIER ENVI-
RONMENT! Independent, commu-
nity-serving businesses are people 
sized.  Th ey typically consume less 
land, carry more locally-made prod-

ucts, create less traffi  c & air pollution.
5. KEEP PROPERTY TAX STABLE! 
More effi  cient land use and more cen-
tral locations mean local businesses 
put less demand on our roads, sewers, 
and safety services.  Th ey also generate 
more tax revenue annually than prop-
erty taxes.  Th e bottom line: a great-
er percentage of local independent 
businesses keeps your taxes lower.
6. CREATE JOBS & OPPORTU-
NITIES! Not only do independent 
businesses employ more people di-
rectly per dollar of revenue they 
also are the customers of local 
printers, accountants, wholesal-
ers, attorneys, etc., expanding op-
portunities for local entrepreneurs.
7. GIVE BACK TO YOUR COM-
MUNITY! Small businesses donate 
more than twice as much per sales 
dollar to local non-profi ts, events, and 
teams compared to big businesses.
8. INCREASE WEALTH OF RESI-
DENTS! Th e multiplier eff ect cre-

ated by spending locally generates 
lasting impact on the prosperity of 
local organizations and residents.
9.ENHANCE LOCAL DEMOC-
RACY! Local ownership of busi-
ness means residents with roots in 
the community are involved in key 
development decisions that shape 
our lives and local environment.
10. ENHANCE HEALTH OF RESI-
DENTS! Research shows a strong 
correlation between the percent-
age of small locally-owned fi rms 
and various indicators of personal 
and community health and vitality.

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT from the American Independent Business Alliance



                
To Serve & Protect
Police Spotlight by Sgt. Marcus Teske
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I am o  en asked why I became 
a police offi  cer, or what I enjoy 
most about being a police offi  cer. 
When I look back, I’m not sure 
there is one event that made me 
want to become a police offi  cer. 
I grew up roaming the halls of 
the police department where my 
mother worked as a dispatcher.  
As a child, I saw these larger than 
life superheroes, headed towards 
the unknown, lights fl ashing and 
sirens blazing. They epitomized 
professionalism. Or was it see-
ing my brother run over by a 
speeding truck when I was fi ve 
years old, seeing the drunk driver 
arrested that crashed into my car 
when I was a teenager, or was it 
my high school Criminal Jus  ce 
teacher who piqued my interest 
in law enforcement, presen  ng 

thrilling, edge of your seat sto-
ries, about chasing a  er danger-
ous criminals? At some point, the 
culmina  on of all these things 
clicked, and I knew that being a 
police offi  cer was my calling. Fast 
forward, and here I am today, 17 
years into being a police offi  cer. 
What do I enjoy most about be-
ing a police offi  cer? Although I 
enjoy the rush of chasing down 
bad guys and pu   ng them in 
jail, there is so much more to 
the profession as a police offi  cer. 
The thing I enjoy most is the hu-
man factor; helping vic  ms (and 
criminals) and working to try and 
make the world a li  le be  er 
than it was before. Helping an el-
derly person who has fallen stand 
back up, hugging a wife whose 
husband just died, and praying 

with a mother whose child was 
just rushed away in an ambu-
lance. As a police offi  cer, we see 
the best and the worst, and try to 
help make the world a safer place 
to live and play. Working in Oak 
Ridge North had allowed me the 
opportunity to do these things 
and much more. Working here 
has been one of the most reward-
ing and exci  ng experiences ever. 
Again, pu   ng bad guys in jail and 
wri  ng  ckets is part of the job, 
but being human is the best part 
of being a police offi  cer. So, when 
you see us out and about, say 
hello, shake our hand, or give us a 
wave, and we will do our best to 
con  nue being your hometown 
police department. 



           
Just for Fun!
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Crossword Puzzle

Th ere is a name of an ORN business hidden within the crossword puzzle.  Solve the puzzle, identify the business 
and be the fi rst to email hneeley@oakridgenorth.com to win a prize!

Across:
1. A desirable or useful feature or facility of a building or 
place.
3. A city or town that has corporate status and a local govern-
ment.
8. Th e process of constituting a city as a legal entity.
9. A group of people offi  cially charged with a particular func-
tion.
10. Romance language from a Nation in Europe.
12. Th e wealth and resources of a region, especially in terms 
of the production and consumption of goods and services.

Down
2. Geographically localized community within a larger town or 
City.
4. Th e town of one’s birth or early life or of one’s present fi xed 
residence.
5. To incorporate territory into the domain of a city, country, or 
state.
6. An unroofed area that is completely or mostly enclosed by the 
walls of a large building.
7. A feeling of fellowship with others as a result of sharing common 
attitudes, intersts, and goals.  
11. An offi  cial document giving authorization to do something.
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City of Oak Ridge North
Monthly Meeting Schedule

City Council
2nd & 4th Mondays 7:00 p.m. 

Planning and Zoning
1st Monday 7:00 p.m.

Economic Development Corporation
3rd Monday 7:00 p.m.

Community Aff airs Committee
4th Tuesday  6:30 p.m. 

For complete schedules and agendas visit:
oakridgenorth.com 

Th e public is ALWAYS welcome!

STAFF SHOUTOUT

Th e Oak Ridge North Community News is a quarterly 
publication, produced by Heather Neeley for the City of Oak 
Ridge North. Front page photo courtesy of local photographer, 

Robert Harrington, owner of Bella Vista Productions.

11

   Jordan Buras was recently hired as the Direc-
tor of Economic Development for the City of 
Oak Ridge North.  Ms. Buras moved to Texas 
from Louisiana in May.  She has experience in 
Marke  ng and Tourism for the Louisiana Sea-
food Promo  on and Marke  ng Board in the 
department of Culture, Recrea  on, and Tour-
ism.
 Mrs. Buras is excited to work with the local 
businesses in Oak Ridge North and become 
part of the community. 

To contact City Staff  a  er business 
hours please use the following 

phone numbers:

Police: 281-292-4642
Public Works: 281-939-3341
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We’re on the web!
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oakridgenorth.com


